CHAPTER FIFTY-TWO
THE EC Q NO MX DEBATE, 1931
The House of Commons met on 8 September 1931 for the
first time after the new Government had taken office. It
was the raising of the curtain on what was one of the most
remarkable dramas in the history of the Mother of Parliaments,
Never was the House more excited.   When Parliament had
adjourned in July, there had been some talk of an early recall,
but that was because of the international situation.   It was
known that the financial position at home was not good, but
Snowden's speech on the break-up of Parliament, a speech
made with the full knowledge of the facts and with full authority
while it was not optimistic, was certainly encouraging.   No
one could have believed that the great changes which had
taken place in these few weeks were possible.    The inner
Lobby of the Commons was filled with the din of eager con-
versation.    Members back from holidays were asking each
other the one question : * How has this come to pass ?' There
was one fact which stood out salient and that was that the
people who knew least about the whole business were the Labour
Members.  The Lobby journalists laughed knowingly when this
matter was referred to.   A * National * Government!   Why,
that had been known and talked of long before Parliament
adjourned.   Not only had J. H. Thomas, in a burst of hilarious
expansiveness, boasted that he was to be included in the Cabinet
of the 'National'  Government that was to be formed in
September, but other prospective Ministers had told of their
good fortune.
Before Parliament rose, there had been a campaign against
the wastefulness of the Labour Government. The ship of
State was on the rocks. No two men had more power and
authority in the navigation of the ship than MacDonald and
Snowden. The navigation of the ship was entirely in their
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